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and said if there were any malcontents among them it was their duty to
come to him. The states and princes of the empire at length entered into
a general confederacy at Mentz, and deposed him from the imperial throne
in 1400; and meeting at Laenstein, in the archbishopric of Triers, chose
first Frederick Duke of Brunswick and Lunenbourgh, and he dying in a
few days substituted Robert or Rupert of Bavaria, Count Palatine of the
Rhine. Wenceslas, drowned in debaucheries, seemed insensible at this
affront. The nobility of Bohemia, by the advice of his brother Sigismund,
King of Hungary, confined him twice; but he found means to escape and
died of an apoplexy, without having time, in appearance, to think of
repentance. This indolence fortified the Hussite heresy, broached in
his reign by John Huss, rector of the university, and his disciple Jerom
of Prague, which for above one hundred years filled the kingdom with
civil wars, bloodshed, plunder, sacrileges, the ruin of families and every
other calamity.

The tomb of the saint continued illustrious for frequent miracles,
and was protected by a wonderful providence from profanations, which
were often attempted by the Hussites and again by the Calvinists in 1618,
in the wars of Frederick the elector palatine.    On that occasion several
officers and workmen, who set themselves to demolish the tomb of the
saint, were deterred by visible judgments and some by sudden death upon
the spot, which was the misfortune, among others, of a certain English
gentleman.    The complete victory by which the imperialists under the
command of the Duke of Bavaria, under the walls of Prague in 1260,
recovered this kingdom is ascribed to the intercession of this holy martyr;
who, as many attested, was seen appearing in glory with other patrons by
the guards in the cathedral the night before the battle, and whose pro-
tection the imperial army had earnestly implored:   from which circum-
stance the illustrious house of Austria has shown a particular devotion to
his memory.   The Emperors Ferdinand II and III solicited his canoniza-
tion, which was at length procured by Charles VI.   In 1719, on the I4th
of April, the saint's tomb was opened, where the body had lain three
hundred and thirty years.   The flesh was consumed, but the bones entire
and perfectly joined together, with the marks of his fall into the river
behind his head and on his shoulders.   His tongue alone was found fresh
and free from corruption as if the saint had but just expired.   The saint
had been honoured as a martyr from the time of his death in Bohemia;
but, to make his veneration more authentic and universal, his canonization
was  demanded^ and several new miracles were juridically approved at
Prague and Rome.   Innocent XIII confirmed his immemorial veneration
by a decree equivalent to a beatification;   and the bull of his solemn
canonization was published by Benedict XIII in 1729.   A narrative of
many miracles wrought by his intercession may be read at the end of